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IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 2420

HON. RICHARD H. BAKER
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, we need to make
sure that America’s schools, libraries, and
rural clinics are allowed to capitalize on the
newest computer and data communications
technology.

In 1996, Congress and the Clinton Adminis-
tration joined together to establish a program
to extend the Internet to all our schools. That
effort is underway—at a cost of about $2.45
billion a year, incidentally. But in this field, just
like everywhere else, it is the weakest link in
the chain that matters. And, the ‘‘weak link’’
here is the data communications network—or,
more accurately, the lack of such a network.

Mr. Speaker, instead of trying to expand
these networks by harnessing the power of
competition, economic freedom, and individual
choice, the Federal Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) seems to be relying on yesterday’s
tools—heavy handed and restrictive regula-
tion.

That’s not my estimate, it’s the considered
judgment of two of this country’s experts—
Congressman JOHN DINGELL and his col-
league, the Chairman of the House Tele-
communications Subcommittee, Congressman
TAUZIN.

Their appraisal of the situation is that we
need to modernize and reform FCC regula-
tion—because, otherwise, the data links which
this country needs, are just not going to be
available. That is the philosophy reflected in
their bill, H.R. 2420. And, it is a pro-growth,
pro-progress view which I want to embrace.

Mr. Speaker, if we can accomplish reform in
this field, all of the experts are predicting that
there can be a rapid expansion of our commu-
nications networks. That expansion, in turn,
will help connect our schools, libraries, and
clinics faster. And that will yield substantial
public policy dividends.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF THE TEXAS
REALTOR OF THE YEAR

HON. RALPH M. HALL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to offer my congratulations to Barbara
Russell of Denton, Texas, who this year was
named the 1998 Realtor of the Year by the
Texas Association of Realtors.

Barbara has served on the Texas Associa-
tion of Realtors Board of Directors and is a
former regional vice president and chairman of
the legislative and economic development
committees. She also served two three-year
terms on the National Association of Realtors
Board of Directors.

In Denton, Barbara has earned many hon-
ors, including the Greater Denton/Wise County
Association of Realtors President’s Award,
Women’s Council of Realtors Gold Rule
Award, Realtor of the Year and Associate of
the Year. In addition, she is active in various
civic and charitable organizations, including
serving as former chairman of the board of the
Denton Chamber of Commerce and serving
four years on the Denton Planning and Zoning
Commission.

Barbara has nearly 30 years of experience
in the real estate business, and this recent
award is a testament to her professional ac-
complishments and her hard work. She is
married to Benny Russell, and they have two
daughters and four grandchildren.

And Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I also
did not pay tribute to the late Mary Claude
Gay, a prominent realtor in Denton and asso-
ciate of Barbara’s. Mary Claude’s contributions
to her profession also have been significant,
and she, too, was very influential in Denton’s
community life.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to recognize Bar-
bara Russell and Mary Claude Gay for their
accomplishments in their profession and for
their contributions to their community. The
Texas Association of Realtors could not have
selected a more giving and devoted Realtor of
the Year. Barbara Russell is a class act and
is the epitomy of the type of leadership and
professionalism that bring respect and admira-
tion for her profession.

As we adjourn today, and as we leave the
floor of the House of Representatives for the
last time this century, let us do so in respect
and appreciation for the ‘‘Texas Realtor of the
Year’’—Barbara Russell.
f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2116,
VETERANS MILLENNIUM HEALTH
CARE AND BENEFITS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of H.R. 2116. This bill makes
a number of important changes to veteran’s
health care programs.

H.R. 2116—Veterans Millennium Health
Care Act makes comprehensive reforms to im-
prove access to, as well as the timeliness and
quality of the Veterans Administration health
care system. Reforms to improve veterans’ ac-
cess to care include requiring the VA to in-
crease home and community based options
for veterans needing extended care; requiring
the VA to provide nursing home care to cer-
tain veterans through 2003; establishing
means to enhance revenues for the VA; lifting
the six-month limit on VA adult day health
care; authorizing the VA to enhance mental
health care services; and establishing a pilot
program to make contract arrangements for
assisted living services.

Although the calendar year indicates that we
honor these men and women on Memorial
Day and Veterans Day, I believe that we
should pause everyday to thank them for their
sacrifice. The collective experience of our 25
million living veterans encompasses the turbu-
lence and progress America has experienced
throughout the twentieth century. This nation’s
veterans have written much of the history of
the last hundred years. They have served this
nation without reservation or hesitation during
its darker moments.

Their unwavering devotion to duty and
country has brought this nation through two
World Wars and numerous costly struggles
against aggression. From World War I to the
Gulf War, America’s veterans have been lead-
ing this nation against those who have threat-
ened the values and interests of our nation.

Only today are the accomplishments and
sacrifices of our veterans being fully appre-
ciated by historians and the public. These
genuine heroes have often been ignored and
denied their proper place in America’s melting
pot. We need to remember that America owes
these men and women the best it can offer
because they have given us the best they
could when America was in need.

Mr. Speaker, I am fortunate to have The
Houston Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center located in my congressional dis-
trict. Having just celebrated fifty years of serv-
ice to the veterans in the Houston community.
Some 1,646,700 veterans live in the State of
Texas alone. The House VA Medical Center
expects to receive and serve over 50,000 vet-
erans in this year alone. I expect this measure
to improve the quality of life for all our vet-
erans who so proudly served our nation.

Mr. Speaker this bill is important not only
because it provides for the needs of our vet-
erans today but because it sends an important
signal to the men and women serving our na-
tion in places like Bosnia, Kosovo, Germany,
Korea, Japan and other far off places around
the world. That message is simple, that when
you serve our nation we will answer the plea
of President Lincoln ‘‘to care for him who shall
have borne the battle.’’

I urge my colleague to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R.
2116 and care for the men and women who
have borne the battle.
f

TRIBUTE TO JOHN DORREN-
BACHER—A GREAT AMERICAN

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that I wish to take this moment to
recognize the remarkable life and significant
achievements of a leading civic servant, John
Dorrenbacher. Tragically, John died in his
home Monday, November 8, 1999. While fam-
ily, friends and colleagues remember the truly
exceptional life of John, I, too, would like to
pay tribute to this remarkable man.
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For the last 18 years, John ran the com-

puters and books for the Colorado Republican
Party. In his time at the party, he was a pio-
neer of the mailing list. In the earliest days of
computers, he mastered integrating informa-
tion to create better mailing lists. With this ad-
vancement, those who John served were able
to do targeted mailings, therefore better con-
tacting constituents and ultimately, better serv-
ing the people. There may not be a Colorado
Republican in legislative or statewide office
today who wasn’t helped by a mailing list gen-
erated by John. Amazingly, John managed to
serve five very different Republican chairman.
In addition, he once served as Boulder County
GOP chairman.

Although his professional accomplishments
will long be remembered and admired, most
who knew him well will remember John
Dorrenbacher, above all else, as someone
who loved his country and had a deep faith in
our democracy. It is clear that the multitude of
those who, like me, have come to know John
as a friend will be worse off in his absence.
However, Mr. Speaker, I am confident that, in
spite of this profound loss, the family and
friends of John Dorrenbacher can take solace
in the knowledge that each is a better person
for having known him.
f

TRIBUTE TO MRS. DAISY BATES

HON. EARL F. HILLIARD
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
with a great sense of twoness—one as an Af-
rican American and another as an American to
honor death of my mentor and friend, Mrs.
Daisy Bates. Her death last Friday comes pre-
maturely as we honor Congressional Gold
Medals to the men and women, known as the
Little Rock Nine, that she shepherded into
Central High School against the will of a racist
Governor and white neighbors. She worked for
many years in the NAACP and with the Demo-
cratic National Committee to educate and reg-
ister voters. In 1987, the City of Little Rock
paid tribute to her work by naming an elemen-
tary school in her honor. Her life is a celebra-
tion of progress and shows us how man in his
quest for justice, is determined and cannot be
deterred. Her sacrifices to tear down the walls
of prejudice and injustice through education
and voter registration will go ahead, whether
we accept it or not. Daisy Bates’ life, along
with the life of other Civil Rights Movement
heroes, showcases how overcoming racism in
this country has become one of the greatest
adventures of all time. But, it is an adventure
that must be overcome.

Today as I lift up Daisy Bates, I acknowl-
edge that there is new knowledge to be
gained, new rights to be won for the progress
of not just African Americans, but all Ameri-
cans. Whether this country likes it or not, there
will come a day when the position of pre-
eminence for the United States will not rest on
the human rights it has obtained for others
across the world, but the rights and dignity
she has bestowed upon her own citizens.

Our forefathers made certain that this coun-
try would ride the first waves of the industrial
revolution, the first waves of modern invention,
the first waves of nuclear power, and the first

waves of equality under the law. Unfortu-
nately, we have not yet ridden the wave for
equal justice and must struggle to once again
be a part of it and lead it. The eyes of the
world now look unto us for the banner of free-
dom and peace.

So, today, as I honor my mentor for her
work and undying courage, I challenge my
brothers and sisters across the world to begin
establishing their lives, like Daisy Bates as in-
struments of knowledge and understanding.
f

IN HONOR OF THE SOKOL GREAT-
ER CLEVELAND’S NEW ATHLETIC
FACILITY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
announce the grand opening of the Czech
Cultural Center of Sokol Greater Cleveland’s
new athletic, a state-of-the-art expansion to
the historic Bohemian National Hall.

After considerable planning and construc-
tion, the new facility opening this month will
provide a variety of health, fitness, leisure, and
cultural activities to everyone in the commu-
nity. In the tradition of the American Sokol Or-
ganization, the Czech Cultural Center of Sokol
Greater Cleveland’s new athletic facility will
provide Cleveland citizens with the opportunity
to strengthen both their physical and mental
character allowing them to enhance their cele-
bration of life and vitality. With membership
open to the community, this new facility is
sure to provide Cleveland citizens with an op-
portunity to cultivate a harmonious and total
person.

The Czech Cultural Center of Sokol Greater
Cleveland’s new athletic facility promises to be
a popular place for fitness enthusiasts who will
enjoy the volleyball, gymnasium, cardio-condi-
tioning area and strength training center. Addi-
tionally, the facility will serve as a center for
community development where both young
and older generations can display their abili-
ties and knowledge in dance and gymnastic
performances. In short, the health and quality
of life for everyone in Cleveland will improve
greatly with the opening of this new facility.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in rec-
ognizing dedication of the Czech Cultural Cen-
ter of Sokol Greater Cleveland for building this
new athletic facility for the benefit of the
Cleveland community.
f

EXPRESSING GRAVE CONCERN RE-
GARDING ARMED CONFLICT IN
NORTH CAUCASUS REGION OF
RUSSIAN FEDERATION

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 206. This res-
olution expresses the sense of the Congress
urging all parties involved in the conflict, to
cease the indiscriminate use of force against
civilian population in Chechnya. In addition

this measure calls on all sides in this conflict
to enter into a constructive dialogue under the
auspicious of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe. This group was
successful in brokering a settlement to end the
1994–1996 war.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, this region as once be-
fore experienced the horrors of war. As the
1994–1996 Russo-Chechen war resulted in
the massive use of force against civilians,
causing immense human casualties, human
rights violations, large-scale displacement of
individuals, and the destruction of property. In
recent months this conflict has been renewed
as forces in Chechnya have mounted armed
incursions into the Russian Federation of
Dagestan and have committed bombing in
Moscow.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress must insist that
all parties in this conflict resolve this situation
peacefully, with complete respect to the
human rights of all the citizens of the Russian
Federation. We must also insist that all parties
commit themselves to allowing humanitarian
assistance to the victims caught in the middle
of this conflict.

I urge my colleagues to lend their support
and the considerable weight of this body on all
sides involved in this conflict.
f

HONORING DON SCOGGINS

HON. RALPH M. HALL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is a
privilege to rise today in recognition of Don W.
Scoggins, president of the Texas Eastman Di-
vision of Eastman Chemical Company in
Longview, Texas, who is retiring this year after
37 years of service at Texas Eastman.

Mr. Scoggins joined Texas Eastman in 1962
as a Mechanical Engineer in the Plastics Lab-
oratory. He has served as a supervisor, assist-
ant supervisor, assistant to the general super-
intendent, senior mechanical engineer, and
assistant superintendent of various divisions at
Texas Eastman. He also served Eastman
Chemical in Kingsport, Tennessee, in a variety
of capacities before returning to Texas East-
man as director of Administration. He was
named manager of Operations in 1989, be-
came a vice president in 1990 and was
named president in 1998.

Mr. Scoggins received a bachelor’s degree
in mechanical engineering from the University
of Texas and is a Registered Professional En-
gineer in Texas. He serves on the Texas
Chemical Council’s Board of Directors and on
the Board of Trustees at Good Shepherd Med-
ical Center.

Texas Eastman’s influence on economic de-
velopment and community causes in Longview
has been enormous, and the employees and
administrators at Texas Eastman—like Don
Scoggins—have played a significant role in
those accomplishments. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to recognize Don Scoggins for his
contributions to Texas Eastman Division and
to his community—and to wish him well in his
retirement.

I am especially privileged in that Don’s
mother and father live in my hometown of
Rockwall. They are, like Don, strong and loved
members of the First United Methodist
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